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THE MARCH TO FREEDOM—2 
A Nation Awakes 


Lord Curzon partitioned Bengal and united the people 
Cf India. When appeals and petitions failed, the people 
‘of Bengal resolved te fight. The weapon they chose was. 
‘swadeshi_and the blow was simed at European’ 
business interests, The movement spread across the 
state boundary and soon the cry, VANDE MATARAM, 
came to be heard from Kenya Kumari to Kashmir. 
The swadeshi movement exposed the inherent 
weakness of a foreign power governing India. It also 
helped the people to discover their strength. Swadeshi 
enterprise and national education were the direct 
offshoots of this movement. 
The movement caused a vertical split/in the Indian 
National Congress. The extremists—those who be: 
ved in agitating for their rights—parted company 
from the moderates, who continued to believe in 
petitions to the government. This period zlso witnessed 
22 spurt in revolutionary activities. And pethaps, a more 
tragic development was the communal colour gven to 
the conflict between the landlords and peasants in 
Benge 
In spite of these intemal differences, the people of India 
continued the struggle til the parition of Bengal was 
annulled. 


We have rejerred, among others, to ihe following 
books in preparing this volume: 


‘Communalsm in Modern India—Bipan Chandra 1984, 

Gopal Krishna Gokhale—T-V. Parvate 1959. 

History & Culture of the Indian People, Volume XI— 

Gen. Ed. R.C, Matumdar, 1969. 

4, History of the Freedom Movement in India Volume tI — 
Tara Chand, 1972 

5, Inda Under Morley & Minto—M.N. Das, 1964 

6, Indan Unrest—Chirol Valentine, 1910 

7, India Wins Freedom—Meulana Azad, 1959, 

8) Lokamanva Tilak—Dhananjay Keer, 1959 

9 

10. 


‘Mustim Politics, 1906—1946—Humayun Kabir, 1969, 
Speeches of Gokhale, 1966 

11, The Swadeshi Movement in Bengal, 1903-1908, Sumit 
Sarkar, 1973. 
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OS0p 
A NATION AWAKES 


iE MARCH TO FREEDOM 


PRESENTED A PICTUREOF UNIT? IN DNERGITY: RICH BUD 
POOR, EDUCATED AND UNEDUCATED, BROAD-NINDED AND 
J warRon-minceD BELONGING 70 BOT HINDU AND MUSLIM 

COMMUNITIES WOULD SINK THEIR DIFFERENCES AND 
WORSHIP VILLAGE DEITIES» 


“WORK IN THE FIELD TRANSPLANTING SL AND OFFER PRAYERS AT THE AREAS OF 
oh 2 = Beek 


ie ithinn fh 
RCE: IMPERIAL GAZETTEER OF INDIA, 


‘THE MARCH TO FREEDOM 


Tid BENGRLIE WERE A MOM? POLITICALLY CONDCIOUD 
PEOPLE. 


FAIA MANSINGH, WHO WHERE IS THE INDIAN 
ChRRIED THe MUGHAL ‘coveRNGe OF A BRITISH 
‘STANDARD PROM THE PuntsAB | / PROVINCE ? WHERE 15 THE 
TN THE EAST TO KABUL IN INDIAN COMMANDER OF A 
THE NEST, BECAME A BRITISH DIVISION? WHERE 
HINDU GOVERNOR In THE TO.THE INDIAN ADVISER 
OF A BRITISH 


VICERON? 


(ORD CURZON, THE BRITISH VICEROY,| 
HAD OF COURGE NO INTENTION OF 
APROINTING OUI COUNTRYMEN TO 
HIGH PUBLIC OFFICES. 


WEY possess: 
pnerly BY HEREDITY. 
PARTLY BY UPERINGNG, 
PART BY EDUCATION, 

THe KNOWLEDGE OF THE 


ee PRINCIPLES OF GOVERNMENT, 
AWE HIGHEST THE HABITS OF MIND, AND 
RANKS OF CIVIL ‘THE VIGOUR OF CHARACTER 


EMPLOYMENT IN INDIA 
‘MUST BE HELD BY 
ENGLISHMEN FOR 

\ THE REASON THAT. 


— ae 


WHICH ARE ESSENTAL 
FOR THE TREK: 


eURENDRANATH BANERL — 
FopucaRty KNOWN AS 

‘SURRENDER-NOT- BANER JI? | protest 
THUMDERED— AGAINST THIS 


RACIAL INFERIORITY. 
ARE INDIANS INFERIOR, 
"TO EUROPEANS? 


| ASSUMPTION OF OUR 


‘amar chitre hatha 


ie counactien Enuaeo 
une AMONG BATISH 
prCiat. encauist 


THe PROPOSAL OF REORGANZN- 
TON OF PROVINCES: 


— TRANSFER ERST BENGAL 
TO ASSAM AND FORMA 
NEW PROVINCE OF EASTERN 
BENGAL AND ASSAM. 
MUSLIMS WILL FORM 
THE MAJORITY IN THE 
NEW PROVINCE, 


TIE REAL DANGER 10 
Que RULE IN INDIA 
COMES FROM THE 
EUCATED INDIANS 
WHEN THEY ADOPT 
MESTERN IDEAS OF 
AGITATION « 


(OUR BENGALI BRETHREN /iEiD PROTEGT MEBTINGD. THEY 
SENT A PETITION EIGNED BY OVER 70,000 PEOPLE 0 
THE BRITISH PARLIAMENT IN LONDON. THEY TOOK OUT 
PROCESSIONS: 


UNIT? 
1S STRENGTH 


“THE MARCH To FREEDOM 


Ur LORD CURZON REMAINED UNMOVED. 


[B/PIN CHANDRA PAL, ONE OF THE LEADERS, 


ie we show our 
WEAKNESS BY YTELOING 
Jo THEIR CLAMOUR 

We SHALL NOT BE. 
ABLE TO DIVIDE 


IF ANTM COULD PROVE THE 
UrteR FUTIUTY oF Our 50 


BITTER MBN. 


Hiei 


CALLED METHODS OF 
CONSTITUTIONR. POLITICAL 
AGIATION <THE HISTORY OF 
THE AGITATION AGAINGT THE. 
PROPOSAL. 70. PARTITION 
BENGAL HAS DONE IT. 


iE ATREE wi 


PLEAD WITH THE MAN— 
4OUR BLOWS WILL 
ILL ME — WOULD 1T 


URN awh FROM oLD-sT¥LE 
POLITICS, TRYING IN VAIN 10 
PLNCATE THe FOREIGN RULER 
AND TALKING BIS IN A FOREIGI 


LANGUAGE. GOTO THE 
VILLAGES. 


26 10 
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Tit THEN THE USUAL PRACTICE WAS 70 K 

MEETINGS NV CALCUTTA AND OTHER TOW 
| SUBMIT PETITIONS IV ENGLIGH AND DELI 
| TALKS IN ENSLSH. 


VOLUNTEERS BEGAN 70 MOBILIZE PUBLIC OPINION | 
IN V&LAGES AND SMALL TOWNS. 


FIRANGEES ARE ANATION 
OF MERCHANTS. THEY 
UNDERSTAD ONE 
UnNSURGe. BOYCOTT. 


Boucort 
MANCHESTER 
CLOTH. PRACTISE 
‘SWADEGHI... WE 
Witt. UNITE: 

DIVIDED BENGAL 


AINATION AWAKES 


RAVERS AGANGT. PARTITION WERE HELD IN 
‘it MSMENSINGH, BARISAL AND 
SERAMPORE 


=== AND AT RALIGHAT TEMPLE, CRICUTTA— 


MOTHER, STANDING 


THE PRINCIPLE OF 
WADESHI, 


7 RUD MUGLIM STUDENTS 
CRLCUTTA MARCHED HAND 
IW HAND AND HELD A 10,000 ~ 
Preowe neuer wena rivet | I~ 

UEnDER, ABDUL RASUL 
BeceareeD — 


THE TEAR HOS 


WE WiLL OBSERVE 


AND POET RABINDRANATH SPOKE FOR AlL 
BENCH — = 


SIXTEENTH OCTOBER 
NOT AG PARTITION. 
Dad AUT AS UNITY, 


PARINDRANATH TAGORE DASHED INTO 
THE NAKHODA MAGUID ~~ 


A NATION AWAKES 


[EOPLE BOYCOTTED FOREIGN GOODS. (BR BNO AHMEDABAD COULD NOT 


“Mitt CLOTH FROM BOM 
MEET THE DEMAND. OUR PEOPLE REPRORCHED THe 
= z: 


ee 


waaT!sou want 
ANOLON 
cloma! 


IEW DISCARDED CHEAP. 
FINE MANCHESTER CLOTH IN FAVOU® OF 
PARSE WAN DLOOM FABRICS: 


Kathe 


WOMEN REMOVED THEIR BANGLES. 


WOMEN. WANTED SWADESH) MATCHED. 


HR - 


THE MARCH TO FREEDOM 


TaLIPERGANNA DAGGUPTA, THE PERDUASTER OF (oT OW, 
MADRODUR SCHOOL, CALLED A MEETING OF HIS. WHT ou HAVE 70. 


THE GOVERNMENT 
HHS BANWED THE 
RAISING OF THE 
SLOGAN— 
BANDE MATARAN. 


IB NEEDIESS 70 Shy THT | 
Bascurn i287 tia JOB. 
FI RANGPUR® 265 BOTS WHO. /E WANT OWADESH 
Schools WHERE 
ano ATIENCED SWADESH? WElDONT NATE TO\ ( PaTRIONOM 1SNOT J 
MEETINGS WERE THROWN OUT OF AVIEND THE. CONSIDERED 
WE SCHOOL. GOVERNMENT A CRIME, 7 
‘ cHooL. - 


RANGPUR HAD THe DISTINCTION 
NATIONAL SCHOGL 


3€ NOW IN BANGLA DESH famar chiffa hatha: 


A NATION AWAKES 


"AND IN DUAL GRIM THE 
THROWN ODEN 70 
NANeSHUcRRE” 


Th CUCU TTA Two INGTITITIONS 
Chine INTO BEING — THE NATIONAL 
(COUNCIL OF EDUCATION AND THE 
SOCIETY FOR THE PROMOTION OF 
OF STUDENTS BOICOTTED OFFICIAL 
EDUCATIONAL INGTITUTIONE AND 
S0usi7 Aom/SSI0N 70 NATIONAL 


four COURSE 1s 


"POET RABINDRANATH ONTINUED 
WORK AT SBNTINIKETAN, 
ue uf 


5 i. 
W 


THE MARCH TO FREEDOM 
Ti 


[ORD CURZON HAE 


THe NDInN NANONAL CONGRESS MET AT WaRnNR o 
in "TO BRING ABOUT 


 SURENORANATH BANERI! RECENED A 
STANDING OWNTION. 


sous! 
THE DISINTEGRATION 


=| 
Pe 


WES. THE ENTIRE NATION TOOK UP SWADESHI | 
AND BOYCOTT OF EUROPEAN 6000S. 


awn 70 roster A 
‘me nrewireer oF 


aan. INDIAN LIFE. 


1 MADRAS WOMEN OPTED FOR TW IPUNITA U.P BND EVEN IN SOME ARENS OF 
SinbeeHr FABRICS AND SANG. THE SOUTH, VANDE MATARAM BECAME A FORK 


Sinise on bana oF ounces Scere ed 
AA pace | ai 
= — x ey 


ANATION AWAKES 


IW/eN LORD CURZON Whs GUCCEEDED BY LORD 
WWi70, OUR BENGALI BRETHREN HOPED THAT 
DE NEW VICEROW WOULD TAKE NOTE OF POPULAR) 
DSCoNTENT AND ANNOUNCE INNULMENT OF 
DIRTITION. HOWEVER WHEN A DELEGRTION CRED 
vi — 


fcriniow 1@,ASerrteD 

fact. we CANNCT 

OPEN THE 
QUESTION. 


(ORD WINTO™® REPLY WADE PEOPLE EVEN MORE 
FRUSTEATED AND BNGRY. A HUGE FIRE WAS 217 
Jar COLEGE SQUARE I CRLCUTIA 


THE ONLOOKERS THREW DOWN INTO THE FIRE 
GreoonRS, StcWAes, SHOES, CIGNGETTES— 
ANYTHING MAUUFACTURED 84 THE BRITISH. 


ENTENGIFIED Tile AGITATION THE GOAL Now WAG FREEDOM PROM THe BRIAN Puke AB 
DOU? BY BIPIN CHANDRA PAL AND PUROBINDO 


OUR IDEAL IS. 

FREEDOM WHICH 

MEANS ABSENCE 
‘OF FOREIGN 


We NEW MOVEMENT 1S 
AGAINST BAD GOvERN MENT, 
IISA PROTEST AGAINGT 
AWE CONTINUANCE OF BRITISH 
CONTROL, WHETHER THAT 
CONTROL IS USED WEUL oF 
ILL, JUSTLY OF UNJUSTLA,, 
ISA MINOR AND 
INESSENTIAL, 


SEL 


Tomar chitreakathes 


—? 


Fie BOUCOTT MOVEMENT NAG JNIENGIRED. —) [TN CREE THEY SRW GONECNE COMING 
Voumrcens Beam PenceruL PICK | HOP 


ir OF THES: 


SURENDRAVATH WAS TAREN 
PRISONER AND CATER GET 
FREE..ON MIS: WAY BACK 10 
CALCUTTA HE RECENED AN 
(EVERY STATION. WHEN HE 
REACHED CRLCUTIA IT WAS 
GUST BEFORE DAYBREAK. 
QUER TEN THOUSAND PEGPLE 
GREETED HM. 


THE EXOTED WOUNSETERS UNHORGED THE 
CARRIAGE NO DREW 17 TO COLLEGE GQUARE 


THE BARIGHL INCIOENT ELECTRIFIED THE WATION. 


THE GOVERNMENT IW ENGLAND. 


WHERE HE ADDRESSED A MEETING. [——— 


unr was THE crc? . 
PARTITION WAG UNPOPULAR. 
How couLD you PROCURE. 
An'ABRTEMENT? GUEARU 
BY TRYING 10 GIVE AGITATORS. 
AS UTTLE "To cRY oUT 

ABOUT AS POSSIBLE. 


20 


WEVER,THE SITUATION HDD GOie OUT OF CONTROL 
CORD MINTO [SSUED All ORDINANCE RESTRICTING Te 
RINT 70 HOLE MEETINGS. BUT THE AGITATORS Were 


ONY MEETINGS ARE 
BANNED. NOT SMGING. 
NOT FEGTIVALS. 
NOT PLAYS: 


THE SPEAKER WAS 
GAaKaT HUSAIN 


‘omar chitra kath 


1 


HUSAIN, HIMSELF A mecoDious | | BEBAN TO HUM. THE WATER ANDTHE 


NATION AWAKES 


‘ARE 40U SO STRONG 
estInG@ou' sou THINK 
70U ARE SO STRONG UTE 


SISTERS OF BENGAL 
BE ONE, ma LORD, 


THE BEAUTY, THE SHADE. 

THE LOVE, THE TENDERNESS / 
TW TH LOVING ARMS 
BECKONING To US.¢PREAD 
FoR uS//uNDer “OUR 


Elatm THAT uk MOTHER 
Gives ust// 
Riches, ma BROTHERS // 
THAT'S ALL SHE CAN 
AFFORD 10 GIVE US// 


ffl 


To 
170) 
on 


A.NATION AWAKES 


Te PEASANTS. 


REA 


ROW THESE FIRANGEES,, 
SONS OF DEVILS, DIVIDE THIS 
GOLDEN BENGAL. »: WE HINDUS 
AND MOHAMMEDANS JOINTLY 
WORSHIP THE FEET OF THE 


| eruieve THE 
TROHAMMEDANS wie 


PS CURZON SANB SAID THIS. NEW 

PROVINCE [S CREATED SPECIALS 

TO SAFEGUARD our INTERESTS: 
“Ou MUST SPEAK UP IN 
“AVOUR OF PARTITION: 


‘THE MARCH TO FREEDOM 


Fie CONN REREANITE WERE | ALL NEW SCHEMES 1 AGREE. Bur must 
Nor INTERESTED W THE BENEFIT ONY ONE 


POLITICS OF PARTITION. PeRSON— THe 
ZAMINDAR,BE HE A 


THE ANGER AGAINGT ZAMINDERS WAS ARENDT 
IT NEEDED ONLY A'SPARK TO EXPLODE. AND EXPLODE 
10. MUSLIM SERVANTS DEFIER THEIR MA 


MORE LIKELY TO 

FIGHT THEIR HINDU. 

LANDLORDS IF SO 
DikecteD. 


HOUSES OF ZAMINDARS ANP NONEY-LENDERS 
WERE RANGACKED. GRAIN LOOTED AND 
PROMIESORT NOTES SEI ON FIRE. 


7 Wine A enSE OF DLUNte) 
OFTHE RICH BY THE POOF 


‘amar chitrel Katha’ 


In pennies me Nene GF Tie RroTa, THE POUCE FOUND URDU PAMPHLETS. 
Nlinkar HUSAIN RUSHED TO MIMENGINGH. 


“THESE URGE THE 


aa ou. Li 


SEVERAL NATIONAL LEADERS BLAMED THE 
GOVERNMENT FOR INCITING THE MUSLIMS: 


THE RIOTS PROVE 

One THoe. mustins F 

fe In FAVOUR OF) & 
PARTITION. 


THEY WANT TO, 
oMibe 8S'S0 mar 
“THEY CAN RULE. 


near DEcuARED — 
fxr THE MUGEN come eer Ae EUS ae 
pe USED AGAINST THE r ,| aie 
INDUS 19 A REALL y Peles ied 
roma FACT. WHO tO THE MIDST OF THE 
[isco mer oor ero 1G 
OES HIGH AND Low, HINDUS] 
ANID MUSLIMS AND: 
CHRISTANS CAH Come 
TOGETHER, MINGLING 
HEART WITH HEART. 
EFFORT WITH EFFORT. 


es 


‘amar chitra katha: 75 


‘THE MARCH TO FREEDOM 


Frid BOUCETT OF FUROPERN GOODS CONTINUED. THOSE WHO REFUSED TO OBSERVE SWADESH, 


MAb 70 FACE SOCIAL OSTRACIZATION 
NO, BABU. 1 

won’ WASH 
MILAYATI 
CLOTHES. 


THIS 16 A VILAWATI SHOE, 
1GWT ITE SORRY. SIR. | 
“can't Touck it. 


HOW CAN WE CONSIDERA 
MARRIAGE ALLIANCE 
Wink Your FANILA ® 
S10 DON'T OBSERVE 
SWADEGH, DO4OU? 


‘eWADESMI MARL 
CRINOT AFFORD Ir 
ET )HAVE TO BUY 
Tt OUT OF FEAR: 


‘omar chitra hatha 


SETTING IMPATIENT. THEY FORMED 


Thennvniia A Pew WOUNG MEN WERE THE FIRST EVER BONE WAS) 


RELODED BY KALDIRAM BOSE 


revowumonany eeours Aup Deciven ro | | ON APRIL 30, 1908. 


Grae ALTHOUGH THEY KNEW THEY WERE 
fro marci Pom THE BPITISH POWER. 


ANY REVOLUTIONARIES WERE ROUNDED UP AND | 
WROENIDO GHOSH WAS ALSO IMPLICATED IV THE 
PAGE. HE FRIEND C.R-LRS BRID IN THE COURT. 


[Nel RPPERL 10 4OU THEREFORE 
I THAT AMMAN LIKE THIS... STANDS 
TRIAL NOT ONL BEFORE THIS BAR, 
Bur Berore THE HIGH COURT OF 
HISTOR. LONG AFTER THIS CONTROERSY 
1B HUGHED-». THE WORLD WILL LOOK. 
ooh! WIA AS A PROPHET 
OF NATIONALISM AND 
(A LOVER OF HUMANITE. 


fC 
in| 


Fie GOVERNMENT ARRESTED 
JAK ON THE CHARGES OF 
beairiaw. 


b-FoR NEE IT CAN ONLY BE A 
pitcies Sou ne spon 
Eee 
lroier a ee be 4 
LeMOnaLe oe NE 
plore ine 

oh 


i 


Ertan ie loo a1 


“THE MARCH TO FREEDOM, 


Sirerenies? DEPORTATION. ON 
THE ORY THE IUOGEMENT WAS 
ANNOUNCED, Mitt WORKERS 

WM BOMBN) DECIDED TO STPINE 
WORK: THE STRIKE LASTED 


Wik WAB DEPORTED 7 MANDALAY. 
YANO MATARBIA® WROTE 2 


‘SENT TO CRUSH OUR BOD4- 
THE Cane OF THE CAINS wit 
NOT ONLY EAT INTO OUR 

LIMBS BUT ALSD INTO EVERY 
HEART OF THE COUNTRY TO 

Stik iT UPTO M6 DUTY. 

WU. HAVE FULFILLED OUR 4 
MISSION 


SIMLARLD Nine REVOLUTIONARIES OF BENGH. 
Were DEPORTED. BUT THE REVOLUTIONAEIED 
BETRAYED NO FEAR. WHEN ULLASKAR DUTTA ON 
Tetht, FOR LIFE BROKE OUT INTO A PATROTIC SING 
Jae Woe. Couler @fOOe UP IN M8 HONOUR. 


BLESSED 15 MY 
BORN IN THIS LAND] 
BLESSED IS MY 
UPE, FOR | LOVE 
Sou, o m4 
MOTHERLAND. 


DNOTIER REVOLU PION AR, nn CYANIDE 
eer FOR THE ANDEMANS WITH A SMILE Bl 


M9 FACE: 4 


‘omar chitra katha 


‘A NATION WAKES, 


AND PRUBED FORA 
Wie. oner sLeNce 
GREETED Him 


nrer he Seio— |§ — OF COURSE THE SWADESH| MOVEMENT Dib ACHIEVE 
[7S OBJECTIVE WHEN LORO HBRDINGE, THE NEW 
Wen | WENT INTO gAIL THE WNCeRO’, REVOKED PARTITION OM ASSUMPTION OF 
WHOLE COUNTRY WAS ALIVE OFFICE. THE SPIRIT OF SWADESHI AND BOYCOTT 
MEANWHILE POET PABINORANATH URGED — 


THE CRY BUT THERE WAS. 
INSTEAD, SLENCE- 


MOVE, O TREADERS 
OF LONG AND DIFFICUL 
MOVE BY DAH AND 
MOVE BY NIGHT — 
CARR ON WITH 


i WOULD LATER BE REVIVED BY MANRTMA, GANDHI! 


carne CHAE Ether 


The 
Swadeshi 
Enterprise 


The discovery of the steam engine 
which could haul railway carriages 
and run textile looms, marked the 
beginning of the Industrial 
Revolution in Europe in the 
eighteenth century. The British killed 
indigenous industry in India so that 
their manufacturers could find a 
ready market in our country. And 
they tried their best to keep India 
industrially backward and dependent 
on European countries for its 
requirements. However, in spite of 
their best efforts to keep India off 
the map of the industrial world, an 
industrial revolution, on a much 
smaller scale no doubt, did take 
place in 1905. If it was the power of 
‘steam that launched the Industrial 
Revolution in Europe, it was the 
power of swadeshi which launched it 
In India. 


Long before the swadechi movement 
launched, our leaders like Romesh Cha 
Dutt had been advocating swadeshi 
enterprise. Kishorlal Mukhedi started the 
Sibpur Iron Works in 1867, and in the 
year, a Hindu Mela was held in Calcutta 
Exhibit and sell swadeshi crafts. In 1893 
Prafulla Chandra Ray started his compa 
Bengal Cherricals. Later, he said, "Our 
educated young men, the moment they 
came out of their coleges were on the 
‘out fora situation ora soft job under the 
Government, oF failing that in Eur 
meteantile firm, The professions were 
becoming overcrowded. A few come 
the engineering college, but they too 
helpless seekers after jobs... What to 
with all these young men? How to bring 
bread to the mouths of the illfed, famis 
young men of the middle classes?” 

Prafulla Chandra Ray made a beginni 
providing jobs for educated youth when 
launched Bengal Chemicals. And g few: 
which produced cotton yarn were func 
In Ahmedabad and Bombay lona before 
1908, 

‘The swadeshi movement came as 2 
in the arm for swadeshi enterprise, Our, 
countiymen were convinced that they 
patronise swadeshi goods in preference} 
foreign goods, even if they were more 
expensive end of inferior quality. With 
boycott of foreign goods, there was a spi 
in the demand for swadesh’ goods, and 
with ideas, money and enthusiasm, rose 
Ihe occasion. A chan of swadeshi 
emporiums started marketing swadeshi 
‘goods, There was 2 great demand forth 
mill yarn of Bombay and Ahmedabed. 
and bell metel utensils edged out those 
made of imported enamelled metals 

In the war of nibs, swadechi nibs e 
Victorious, Swadeshi teacups, saucers, 
pots, inkpots and dolls, not only captured 
hearts and purses of our countrymen, 
also entered the foreign market! When 
ind was full of swadeshi thoughts, could 


pe boxy be cleansed vith foreign s02p? No. 
b foreign toilet soaps hastily made way for 
adeshi soap. And sacred fires in sanctum 
metorums and the fires in Kitchens came to 
Beit wth swadeshi matchsticks, Even 
prokers chose to ‘bun’ swadeshi cigarettes! 
Peper, candles, sugar, bicycles began to be 
Bpbfacured in our Country uithoutany. 
port from the foreign government. Our 
preneuts also entered the eld of 
nkdng and insurance 


But the wellentrenched European 
smpanies put up a stif fight. When 
lohamed Kalamian launched the Bengal 
.am Navigation Company In 1905, 
sropean navigation companies drastically 
duced the rate for passengers. Jute mills 
ied by Europeans refused to buy cargo 
ried by Swadeshi ships! Lack of technical 


fnow-how, lack of sufficient capital, stiff and. 
crupulous competition from Eurcpean 
fompanies and the apathy of the 


_ 


governmert, all combined to bring pressure 
‘on swadeshi enterprise: Many of these 
enterprises died. A few survived. Despite 
heavy odds, new Indigencus companies did 
surface. One such was the Teta Iron & Steel 
Company in Jamshedpur. 

On the political front, the swadeshi 
mayement proved that Indians could fight 
injustice. On the economic front, it was 
proved beyond the shadow of a doubt that 
Indian. scientists, engineers, technologists 


and workers were in no way inferior to their 
counterparts in Europe and America. Yet 
India remained industrially backward because 
the British rulers saw to it that it remained 
's0, Our entrepreneurs realized that business 
{and industty Could not flourish unless ie 
‘country became independent. What 
independence means to industrial growth 

‘and prosperity can be judged if we compare. 
the state of our industry under British rule with 
the progress it has made since independence. 


: 4 


‘Swami Vivekananda played a 
significant role in shaking his 
countrymen out of their deep 
slumber and inspired them with the 
ideals of freedom and liberty. In his 
whirlwind tour of the country from 
Kanya Kumari to Kashmir, he took 
the country by storm and his 


A cloud of impenetrable darkness has at 
present equally enveloped us all. Now there is 
either firmness of purpose nor boldness of 
enterprise, neither courage of heart, nor 
strength of mind, neither aversion to 
maltreatment by others, nor disike for slavery, 
neither love in the heart, nor hope, nor 
manliness; but what we have in India are only 
deep-rooted envy and strong antipathy against 
‘one anther, morbid desire to ruin by hhook or 
By crook the weak, and dog-like to liek the feet 
of the strong. Now the highest satisfaction. 
consists in the display of wealth and power, 
devotion of selfaratifestion, wisdom in the: 
accumulation cf transitory objects; yoga, in 


Va Vivekananda taught Self-Esteem »| 


Excerpts from Swami Vivekananda’s writings: 


countrymen responded to his call— 
ARISE! AWAKE! STOP NOT TILL 
THE GOAL IS REACHED. Although 
he attained samadhi in 1902, his 
words continued to inspire his 
countrymen and the courage he 
instilled in their hearts found express- 
ion during the swadeshi movement. 


hideous diabolical practices; work, in the 
slavery of others; chilsation, in base imitation 
of foreign nations; doquence, in the use of 
febusive language: the merit of literature, in 
‘extravagant fatteries of the rich or in the 
diffusion of ghastly obscenties! 

When | ee Indians dressed in European 
apparel and costumes, the thought comes to my 
mind, pethaps they feel ashamed to own their 
rationality and kinship with the ignorant, poor, 
Iiiterate, downtrodden people of India! 

«india With this mere echoing of others, with 
this base imitation of others, with this 
dependence on others, this slavish woskn 
this vile detestable cruelty—woulds: thou, with 
these provisions oniy, scale the highest 
pinnacle of civilisation and grestness?... .wouldst 
thou attain, by means of thy disgraceful cowar- 
dice, that freedom deserved only by the brave 
and the heroic? O india! Forget not. 

athat the lower clesses, the ignorant, the poor, | 
the literate, the cobbler, the sweeper, are thy 
flesh and blood, thy brothers. Thou brave one, 
be bold, take courage, be proud that thou art 
an Indian, end proudly proclaim: “| am an 
Indian, every Indian is my brother.” Thou, too, 
clad with but a rag round thy loins, proudly 
protlairn at the top of thy voice: The Indian is 
my brother, the Incian is my life, India’s gods 
and goddesses are my God, India’s society is | 
the cradle of my infancy, pleasure garden of 
my youth, the sacred heaven, the Varanas| of 
my old age.” Say, brother: “The soil of India is 
my highest heaven, the good of India is my 
‘good,” and repeat and pray day and night, “O. 
‘Thou Lord of Gauri, © Thou Mother of 


Strength, take away my weakness, take avay 
my unmariiness, end make me a Mant 


